Kay Drey 515 West Point Ave, St. Louis, MO 63130

To: Mr. John B, Askew Ms. Cecilia Tapia, Director January 18, 2008
Regonal Administrator Superfund Division
US Environmental Protection Agency --- Region VII

Thank you very much for your time on January 14. It was reassuring to know that, as the
top people in our region’s EPA office responsible for decisions about West Lake Landfill, you
are both giving your personal attention to this essential and complex cleanup challenge.

As you know, we hope the highly radioactive wastes at West Lake will be excavated and
removed from the Missouri River floodplain, next to Earth City, in Bridgeton.

We hope that our Missouri/St. Louis Congressional delegation will work to get this one final
St. Louis nuclear weapons site designated as a part of the Army Corps of Engineers’
Formerly Utilized {Manhattan Project/Atomic Energy Commission] Sites Remedial Action
Program (FUSRAP). The Corps expects to be remediating the St. Louis City and County
FUSRAP sites that contain Mallinckrodt Chemical Works residues identical to those at West
Lake until at least 2013. We believe it would be fiscally and environmentally prudent for
West Lake to be included in the FUSRAP cleanup now, before the trained and experienced
personnel are dispersed to other cities.

We realize that West Lake was never a nuclear weapons “production site,” typically a
requisite criterion for FUSRAP designation. But as you know, the Latty Avenue FUSRAP
site in Hazelwood was also never a production site.

Latty had merely been used to kiln-dry some of the valuable Airport Site residues in order to
reduce their weight and thus the cost of shipping them by rail to the Cotter Mining Company in
Colorado, for reprocessing. The Latty drving project had been abruptly abandoned in 1970 after the
AEC discovered dangerous work conditions. Then, in 1973, when the AEC found that large amounts
of the highly radicactive residues remained at Latty, the agency immediately mandated that Cotter
clean up the site. That is when some of the Latty residues were transported to West Lake, a
municipal waste landfill -- not a federally-licensed radioactive waste storage facility. Latty was
ultimately designated a FUSRAP site, initially under the Departmen? of Energy, and since 1998,
under the Corps. The Corps is shipping the FUSRAP wastes to licensed facilities in Idaho and Utah.

[ am enclosing some West Lake soil charts that T believe support the following:

High concentrations of radioactive wastes (“hot spots”) exist throughout West Lake’s
Operable Unit One -- in both Areas One and Two.

Therefore, these materials can and should be safely removed from the Missouri River
floodplain, immediately upstream from major drinking water intakes for St. Louis
City and County, and for the many Mississippi River communities that lie farther
downstream from the Missouri-Mississippi rivers’ confluence.

Sincerely,

!I
ce: the Missouri/$t. Louis Congressional delegation.
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