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Great Rivers Environmental Law Center Sues to Stop Coal-burning Power Plant


Great Rivers Environmental Law Center has brought suit in Cole County Circuit Court against the Missouri Public Service Commission.  The petition for review, filed on behalf of the Sierra Club and Concerned Citizens of Platte County, seeks to overturn the PSC’s order allowing Kansas City Power and Light Company (KCPL) to build a new, coal-burning power plant at Iatan in Platte County, north of Kansas City.


In a hearing before the PSC, Great Rivers presented evidence that KCPL could avoid the expense and pollution of a coal-burning plant by offering its customers energy-saving plans and installing wind turbines to generate electricity cleanly.


KCPL had forecast a need for 431 megawatts of new power generation by 2010.  The new coal plant, to be called Iatan 2, would generate 800–900 megawatts, part of which would be sold and transmitted to other utilities.  The Sierra Club and Concerned Citizens objected that this would result in electricity leaving the Kansas City area while the pollution from burning coal would stay behind.  Pollutants from coal have been linked to asthma and other respiratory ailments, heart problems, mercury poisoning and global warming.


The PSC’s decision followed an unprecedented “workshop” process in which KCPL reached a Stipulation and Agreement with other utilities, industrial consumers of electricity and government agencies.  The PSC, as requested, approved the Stipulation and Agreement in its entirety.  “This process sets a terrible example,” said Kathleen Henry, Great Rivers president.  “The PSC is supposed to protect the public interest.  Instead, it let the utilities decide what’s good for ratepayers and the public health.”


Great Rivers is a non-profit, public interest environmental organization in St. Louis that works to promote clean energy, clean air and clean water.  Its web address is: www.greatriverslaw.org.
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